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Paying Cuſtom, &c. 


is the Deſign of this Dif- 
. DONG courſe, to ſhew the Sinfulneſs 
of not rendring Tribute to 


— 


SAEED whom Tribute, and Cuſtom towhom 
m Cuſtom is due. And what in- 
duc'd the Author to write it, is the gene- 
ral Prevalence of this evil Practice, in which 
not only wicked Men, who are regardleſs 
of Religion, but alſo Men of better Diſpoſi- 
tion, are unhappily involv'd. | 
Beſides the many Perſons, who. are im- 
mediate Actors in this Injuſtice ; there are 
much greater Numbers, who encourage. 


and countenance it, and by buying the 


Goods that are imported without. Cuſtom, 
become Abetters of the Practice, and Par- 
takers of the Guilt of it. And as many of 

A 2 theſe 
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theſe are in other Inſtances of Religious 
Behaviour, and appear to be led into this, 
by a prevailing falſe Opinion, that there 
is no Injuſt ice in it: It is hoped it may be 
of Uſe to ſet this Practice in its true Light, 
and to ſhew the Danger of it to the Soul, 
and the Injury of it to Society. 


Tribute is due to Governours. 


SeQ. ½, The unruly Paſſions and Appe- 
tites of Men, make it impoſſible for em 
to live in Peace and Comfort together, 
without ſome proper Reſtraint upon them: 
And this makes it neceſſary in every Society 
to have ſome Rulers and Governours, who 
have a Power over the reſt, and an Autho- 
rity to reſtrain the Injurious, and puniſh 
the Invaders of their Neighbour's Property. 

If this governing Power is taken away 
from any Society, and rhe Perſons in it, are 
left to behave towards one another, as the 
Inclinations and Paſſions of corrupt Nature 
carry them; Rapine and Violence, Oppreſ- 
ſion and Fraud will prey upon the Proper- 
ties of that People; and the Confequence 
will be, that the worſt Men will be the 


N moſt proſperous, and the beſt moſt op- | 


preſs'd under this Licentiouſneſs. | 
It is the Power which Governours ex- 
erciſe, and the Puniſhment of Evil-doers, 
which is inflicted by em, which * 
the 


2: 8 
the Peace and Order of every Community, 


and to which the temporal Happineſs of 
the Members, and undiſturb'd Enjoyment 
of their Rights, are under God to be aſcrib'd. 
And hence ariſes a natural Obligation upon 
us, to contribute all we are able to the Sup- 
port of Government, and the Exerciſe of 
its Authority, as both our own Happineſs 
and the Happineſs of our Fellow-Creatures 
depend upon it. | | 

Now this great Truſt requires a multi- 
rude of Counſellors to diſcharge it well, 
and a multitude of Commithon'd Perſons 
to execute the Power of it thro' a large 
Community; and as no private Eſtate is 
_ ſufficient to ſupport theſe, Tribute, and 


Cuſtom, and publick Taxes, become ne- 


ceflary in every Government ; and the Ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice, and the Preſerva- 
tion of the People require 'em. And 
hence Cicero, who made the juſteſt Obſer- 
vations on human Nature, and human 
Affairs, calls publick Taxes the Nerves of 
Government; intimating that the Body Po- 
litick receives its Support and Strength from 
'em, as the Body Natural does its Actio 
and Vigour from thoſe Sinews. 


As Government cannot be ſupported 


without Tribute, ſo there cannot be amore 
reaſonable Support thought of: For, what 
is more agreeable to Reaſon, than that the 
Guardians of the People's Liberties, and 


Pre- 


(6) 
Preſervers of their Rights, ſhould be aſſiſted 
by the People, in the Protection and Pre- 
ſervation of them; and when their own 
Abilities are not ſufficient for this Pur- 
poſe, that the People's Contributions ſhould 
give Ability for it? When it appears that 
our Properties cannot be preſerv'd without 
Government, and Government cannot be 
preſerv'd without giving ſome Share of 
'emto ſupport it, it appears to be the In- 
tereſt of the People to pay Tribute; as by 
giving this part of their Subſtance, they 
{ſecure the reſt, and fitting every Man under 
his Vine and under his F ig-Tree, do quietly 


ry for the Support of Governours, and the 


Execution of the Power that's enrreitfted | 


with them; it is as much the Intereſt of 
the People to pay, as it is of the Prince to 
receive em; becauſe their Properties can 
no more be preſerv'd, than his Government 
can be preſerv'd without it. 

Theſe Obſervations make it evident that 
the Duty of paying Tribute and Cuſtom 
is founded upon Reaſon and the Nature 
of Things. 


u and Cuſtom are enjoyn d by Reve- 


lation. 


SGect. 24, That Tribute is due to Rulers, 
18 une declar d by the Word of God; 


"Tar | 
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enjoy it. All the Taxes which are neceſſa- 
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for thus, when the Apoſtle had aſſerted that 
the higher Powers are of God, and mini- 
ſter to us for Good, he preſently ſubjoyns, 
for this Cauſe pay you Tribute alſo : for 
they are God's Miniſters, attending continu- 
ally on this very Thing, Rom. xiii. 6. Their 
Authority, he ſays, is given them by God; 
and the Tribute is given them by the ſame 
Gad, to ſupport them in the Exerciſe of it : 
Sothat the Proprietor of all Things, who 
has certainly Power. to diſpoſe of our Sub- 
ſtance, has made the Tribute-ſhare of it, 
the Property of our Governours, and given 
'em Authority to require it of us: And, 
therefore, when we detain what God has 
given to them, we become unlawful Poſ- 
ſeſſors, and criminally enjoy it. 

When it is obſerv'd that God himſelf 
commands Tribute to be paid to Rulers, 
it is evident that Obedience to him is the 
principle of Obedience in this Duty ; and 
that we are requir'd to perform it, not only 
for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience Sake ; 
1. e. not only for fear of Rulers, and their 
Power to puniſh us, but for Conſcience 
towards God, and to fulfil his Command to 
us. | | F 

There may be a ſecret Detention of 
Tribute and Cuſtom, which cannot by hu- 
man Care and Watchfulneſs be detected; 
and if there was no other Puniſhment of 
it beſides what Rulers are impower'd to 


inflict, 


(8) 
inflict, the unjuſt Detainers might go off 
with Impunity, and reap worldly Gain and 


Advantage from it. God therefore, has 
fixt the Government of his Creatures upon 


a better Foundation, and requires the Con- 
tributions that are neceſſary to ſupport it, 
not only for fear of Governours, whoſe 
Puniſhment may ſometimes be evaded, 
but for fear of himſelf, who never fails to 
puniſh thoſe who dare to provoke him. 


And this lays the fame Reſtraint upon ſecret 


Fraud as bare-fac'd Injuſtice, becauſe Dark- 
neſs and Light are both alike to God, and 
he will as certainly puniſh for ſecret Stealth, 
as for open Violence. 

He that reads this plain Precept of the 
Goſpel, Render therefore to all their Dues, 
Tribute to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom 
to whom Cuſtom; and believes what God 
himſelf has told him, that he will judge 
the Secrets of Men by Jeſus Cbhriſt, accor- 
ding to the Goſpel; and they only will en- 
ter into Life, who keep the Command- 
ments, muſt ſurely ſee that the detention 
of Tribute and Cuſtom is a dangerous and 
fatal Sin, and in the Judgment which will 
proceed in Righteouſneſs will have the 
Sentence of Condemnation paſs'd upon it. 
- Moſt certainly God will puniſh Injuries to 
his own Minifters, as well as to any other 
Perſons, or rather, will puniſh em with the 


greater Severity, as the Injuries have an ag- 
gravated 


| 
| 


(9) 
gravated Guilt, which I would now con- 
ſider. 


Of the Aggravations of this Injuſtice. 
Set. 3d. The withholding the Dues of 


Princes has ſome aggravating Circumſtan- 
ces, which other Injuſtice has not; for as 
they are the Parents of the People, and by 
a due Exerciſe of their Power preſerve 
'em in Safety, and the quiet Enjoyment of 
all they have, the weakning their Hands 
by a detention of their Rights, muſt have a 
greater Guilt than other Frauds, as they 
are greater Benefactors than other Men. To 
defraud our Benefactors, and withhold their 
Rights from thoſe who preſerve our 
Rights to us, appears at firſt Sight 
a Fraud of great Iniquity ; for Ingratitude 
aggravates the Wickedneſs, and an evil 
Diſpoſition, which Favours and Kindneſs 
cannot influence, makes the Guilt greater 
than in common Injuſtice. 
Thereis this further Aggravation in with- 
holding the Dues of Governours, that the 
Practice ſtrikes directly at the Roots of 
Government; and by withdrawing the 
Support, is an Endeavour to ſubvert it: 
And tho' the Subverſion does not always 
enſue, yet the Guilt even of that Crime 
adheres to the Injuſtice; for if the Practice 
was general, it would effect it; and when 
" ZW it 
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it is only the better Conduct of others, 
which prevents the evil Conſequence, the 
Wickedneſs is no leſs in thoſe that act it, 
and the Guilt no leſs, tho' the Evil does 
not follow from it. | 
When Princes are conſider'd as our great- 
eſt worldly Benefactors, and under God the 
Preſer vers of our Lives and Liberties, the 
Injuſtice which withholds their Support, 
and makes their Power leſs uſeful to us, is 
plainly a moſt criminal Injuſtice, and of 
high Provocation. 

But if any imagine that this Fraud is no 
Injury. to Princes, nor Diſturbance to Go- 
vernment, as their Power can demand other 
Tribute to ſupply the Want of what is 
withholden from them, I would have it con- 
ſider d, that this unavoidably puts them 
upon laying greater Burthens upon their 
People, than would be otherwiſe neceſſary. 


8 And as the Affections of Men towards their 


Rulers are naturally cooler under heavier 


Impoſitions, their Government, which has 


its greateſt Strength in the Hearts of the 
People, is neceflaxity weaken'd by this 
Practice. 5 

As much as this Fraud does heighten the 
Taxes, and increaſe the Burthen to good 
Subjects, ſo much Oppreſſion and Wrong 
does it bring upon em. And tho it is no 


Injuſtice in a Ruler to demand theſe Sup- 
plies, when the Neceſſities of Government 


re- 
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uire them, and his Power cannot reach 
the fraudulent Detention, which makes 
them oppreſſive; yet this bo + 7 va has 
undoubtedly a Guilt, and will be charg'd 
upon the Authors of it; and as it is evi- 
dently to be imputed to the fraudulent De- 
tainers of Tribute, the Puniſhment of it 
will certainly be inflicted on them. 

Beſides increaſing the Taxes to their Fel- 
low-Subjeas in general, which is an Act 
of Injuſtice to every one of them, there's 
a ſtill greater Injuſtice to honeſt Traders, 
which deprives them even of their Main- 
tenance, and brings Straits and Wants upen 
them. | 

For when Goods which have paid no 
Cuſtom, are ſold at a low Price, the or 
Trader is brought to the hard N ty, 
either not to ſell his Goods at all, or to 
ſell them to loſs, to make them as cheap as 
they can be had in other Places. And from 
this, there are ſeveral Branches of Com- 
merce, in which honeſt Men have the Gain 
in Whole or in Part, ſhut up from them ; 
inſomuch that they have been forced entire 
ly to give up ſome Articles of Profit, and 
deſiſt from trading in them, and purſue 
others with a languid Coldneſs, from the 
inconſiderable Gain that ariſes from them. 

Let it be confider'd how pernicious the 
Practice is, which lays Honeſty and Dili- 

gence under ſuch diſcouragements, and 
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makes thoſe means of Support ineffectual, 
which God himſelf has appointed to pro- 
cure it. Let it be conſider d how injurious 
the Practice is, which deprives the beſt 
Members of the Society of their comfor- 
table Subſiſtence, and makes Care and In- 
duſtry, and honeſt Endeavours, unable to 
ſupport them. Great and oppreſſive In- 
juries, and multiplied by great Numbers 
of Sufferers, are the unavoidable Conſe- 
quences of this Injuſtice ; and by theſe evil 
Effects of it, the Guilt of it is ſo much ag- 
gravated, and the Provocation of it ſo 
much heighten'd, as to make bare the Arm 
of God, and bring the Strokes of his Ven- 

geance upon thoſe that practiſe it. 
This Oppreſſion of the honeſt Trader is 
a ſtrong Temptation to the ſame Injuſtice ; 
for when Wants are upon him, and his 
Family demands Supplies, which he can- 
not give; the Encouragement of Example 
before his Eyes, and theſe Means of bet- 
tering his Condition in his Power, do 
forcibly perſwade to make uſe of them ; 
and no leſs. than an uprightneſs of Soul, 
and a lively. Faith applying the Threats 
and Promiſes of the Goſpel, are able to 
withſtand this powerful Temptation : 
There are, I doubt not, many that have 
yielded to it, who would have continu'd 
Juſt and Honeſt under a ſufficient Main- 
tenance ; and have been brought to n 
| the 
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the Fraud by the Wants, which the Fraud 
in others had brought upon them. 

And tho' the Temptation will not excuſe 
the Injuſtice, nor exempt the Actors of it 
from Puniſhment, yet the Tempters to it, 
as acceſſory to the Fraud, will ſhare the 
Puniſhment, and ſuffer for the Injuſtice of 
other Men; And this ſhews the pernicious 
Nature of the Sin, in that it extends its 
Guilt beyond the Perſon of the Actor, and 
makes him accountable for the Fraud of 
thoſe he never knew, it may be great Num- 
bers, which he never ſaw nor heard of. 

Whether we look upon the Detention of 
Cuſtom as an Injuſtice to our greateſt Bene- 
factors, and from this, aggravated by Ingra- 
titude, and the Return of Evil for Good; 
Or as weakning the Hands of Govern- 
ment, and tending to ſubvert it; Or, as 
laying Governours under a Neceflity of 
oppreſſing their beſt Subjects; Or, as ex- 
poſing honeſt Traders to Hardſhips and 
Straits, and even a Want of Neceſſaries; 
Or, as tempting Men by this Neceſſity upon 
them to practiſe the ſame Injuſtice: In all 
theſe Lights the Sin appears to be of ſuch 
evil Conſequence, and of ſuch aggravated 
Guilt, as muſt give all good Subjects, and 
good Chriſtians, an Abhorrence of it. And 
every one that reflects upon it, muſt ſee, 
that there's no living in this unjuſt Practice, 
without either abandoning Reaſon, and 
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ſhutting his Eyes againſt Revelation ; or a- 
bandoning the Favour of God, and the 
Reward of Heaven. 


The Sinfulneſs of buying Goods that have 
not paid Cuſtom. 


Sect. 4th. Beſides the Importers of 
Goods, who by Stealth, or Violence, carry 
them off without Cuſtom, there are many 
more, who contribute to the Injuſtice, and 
are Abetters of it. For all thoſe Perſons, 
who buy the Goods at a low Price, and by 
the Price or other Circumſtances know 'em 
to be ſtollen in, become Parties in the Sin, 
= by ſharing the Gain, do ſhare the Guilt 
of it. | 

It is this Practice which ſupports the 
other, and without reforming this, perhaps 
the other will ſcarce be reform'd amongſt 
us; for tho' pecuniary Mulcts, and corpo- 
ral Puniſhments are enacted and executed 
upon all known Offenders with the greateſt 
Rigour, yet by the Negligence or Corrup- 
tion of Inſpectors, Goods will be imported 


without Cuſtom, and the unjuſt Importers 


eſcape without Puniſhment. But if all 
would reje&t theſe Goods, when they are 
offer'd to Sale, and dete& thoſe that offer 
em (as Juſtice re Governours, and Kind- 
neſs to their Fellow-Creatures require 'em) 


' this would be the moſt effectual Method of 


put- 


putting an End to this evil Practice, for 
by this, the Gain of the fraudulent Impor- 
tation would ceaſe, and the Fraud in courſe 
would ceaſe with it. 

This ſhews the Sinfulneſs of buying the 
Goods, as the Buyer encourages the Impor- 
ter in his Sin, joyns with him in the Fraud, 
and ſhares the property of the Prince with 
him; and I cannot but think, that the 
known Proverb, The Receiver is as bad as 
the Thief, is with as much Juſtice apply'd 
to the Receipt of theſe Goods as any other; 
for when that part of them, which is the 
Prince's Property, is really ſtollen, I would 
know what Guilt there is in receiving the 
ſtollen Goods of a Neighbour, which 1s not 
the ſame or greater in this Caſe. Here is 
the ſame Approbation of the Theft, and the 
ſame End of Gain and Advantage to the 
Receiver, the ſame Injuſtice to Society in 
concealing it, and the ſame Encouragement 
given to continue in it; and it is from ſome 


or all of theſe Reaſons, that the Receiver 


of ſtollen Goods, does in any Caſe contract 
his Guilt, and become Partaker of the In- 

Juſtice. 3.01.4 3 
But the Encouragement of this Detention 
from Princes is ſo much more Criminal 
than any other, as the Injuſtice is of greater 
Injury and worſe Conſequence. The en- 
couraging private Theft, makes us Injuri- 
ous to thoſe who ſuffer by it 3 but this Injury 
is 
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is commonly confin'd within narrow 
Bounds ; but the encouraging this Fraud 
to the Publick, makes us Injurious to great 
Numbers, to many honeſt Traders, and 
in general to all good Subjects. All the 
Circumſtances which aggravate the Injuſtice 
it ſelf, do aggravate the Encouragement of 
it, and under theſe Aggravations, the Buyers 
of the Goods incur the high Crimes of 
weakening the Government, oppreſſing the 
Innocent, and laying a Stumbling-block 
before their Brethren. 

Bur if any Man ſhall think that the little 
which he Buys cannot do Harm to the 
Publick, nor be- charg'd with theſe evil 
Conſequences, let him conſider, that this 
little contributes to the Encouragement of 
the Fraud, and the Evils which enſue from 
it ; and that this Practice of buying a little, 
when many Thouſands are engag'd in it (as 
I fearis the Caſe here) is the very Support 
of the Injuſtice, and what continues it a- 
mongſt us. And if any one Perſon is ex- 
empted from Guilt by buying a little only, 
every. other ſmall Purchaſer muſt have the 
ſame Exemption, and ſo there would be a 
very great Guilt, and no guilty Perſons. 

A general Evil, which is brought on by 
many Perſons contributing to it, has its 
Guilt diffus'd amongſt all the Contributors, 
and every particular Perſon has a Share of 


it; 
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it; and as the Evil cannot be remov'd 
without the ſeveral Perſons ceaſing to joyn 
in it, ſo the Guilt of it muſt continue upon 
every one of them, as long as he continues 
to contribute to it. So that how little ſo- 
ever of theſe Goods is bought by any one, 
there is ſome degree of Guilt attending it, 
and ſome Injury to Society from it, and 
the Perſon, when he has duly conſider'd the 
Action, will ſee himſelf unjuſt and injuri- 
ous by it. | 

It deſerves to be confider'd by theſe 
{mall Purchaſers, that it is ſo little Advan- 
tage Which they get by it, that they would 
not have one Enjoyment of Life leſs, nor 
ſenſibly diminiſh the Proviſion for their 
Families, if they entirely renounc'd the 
Practice. And when their worldly Eſtate 
is ſcarce better'd by it, it is ſcarce worldly 
Prudence to continue in it: It is certainly 
the greateſt ſpiritual Folly to purſue it, 
when it ſhuts up the Favour of God, or 
diminiſhes it to them. 

But it is often ſaid in Excuſe of this 
Practice, that they do not know that the 
Goods have not paid Cuſtom; for they ask 
no Queſtions about them ; and when they 

ay the Price they agree for, they are honeſt 
F and can ſee no Harm in it. | 

I would ask theſe Perſons, whether from 
the low Price, or the Secreſy that's us'd, 
or the Character of the Seller, or ſome o- 


C ther 
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ther Circumſtance, they have not generally 
Reaſon to ſuſpect that the Goods were not 
openly imported? And if there are any 
Grounds of Suſpicion, why are not the 
proper Queſtions ask'd, and the proper 
Care. us'd to diſcover whether there has 
been any Fraud or no? 

If there was a Penalty upon them for 
buying the Goods, and they were certain 
to pay it, if they were fraudulently impor- 
ted, they would nor only ask Queſtions, but 
have ſome good Evidence, before they be- 
came Purchaſers. And when a greater 
Evil than a pecuniary Mulct, and a dan- 
gerous Guilt to the Soul may be incurr'd 
by it, it is ſurely incumbent upon them 
both to ask proper Queſtions, and to have 


proper Evidence before they act in it. Ig- 


norance without this, is affected and wilful, 
and the acting under it is of much the 
ſame Guilt, as acting againſt Knowledge 
and clear Conviction, becauſe it is entirely 
their Fault, that they have not Knowledge 
and Conviction in it. 

It theſe Perſons had any Reaſon to ſuſpe 
that the Goods offered to Sale were ſtolen 
from their Neighbours, I believe they 
would think themſelves oblig'd to ask 
Queſtions (ſuppoſing them to have Regard 
to Honeſty) and to have ſatisfactory An- 
ſwers, before they bought them; and why 
then ſhould they be filent here, when the 


In- 
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Injuſtice and Guilt are at leaſt as great, and 
the Diſpleaſure of God as great for it ? Can 
this be aſcrib'd to any other Cauſe, than 
that they reſolve to have the unlawful 
Gain, and would have their Conſcience 
as filent and quiet as they can under it? 
And is not this to ſew Pillows under their 
Arm-holes, that they may reſt ſecure in 
their Sin and Danger? 

The buying the Goods which have not 
paid Cuſtom, after all the Excuſes that can 
be made for it, will always appear to have 
Iniquity and Guilt in it; and when it is 
conſider'd with the aggravating Circum- 
ſtances of diſturbing the Government, op- 
preſſing good Subjects, depriving honeſt 
Men of «heir Subſiſtence, and by that 
Temptation of their Honeſty too, which 
is the greater Evil to them ; this ſhews the 
Injury to Men to be ſo extenſive, and the 
Provocation to God ſo great, as muſt move 
every one that has Regard to his Salvation 
to abſtain from it. 


Reſtitution muſt be made of the unjuſt Gain, 


Sect. 5th, To give the greater Abhorrence 
of this Crime, jt may be proper to obſerve, 
that in this Injuſtice, as well as any other, 
Reſtitution muſt be made before the Crime ' 


is repented of, and the Iniquity of it re- 
mitted. 
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That the Guilt of Injuſtice continues as 
long as the Gain of Injuſtice is retain'd, is 
prov'd by as clear Reaſoning as any we 
know. For if the taking another Man's 


Property without his Conſent, be an 
Offence to God, and Injury to Man ; the 


deraining that Property, and uſing it as 


our own, muſt neceſſarily continue both 
the Offence and Injury ; for the Appoint- 
ment of God, that every one ſhould poſ- 
{eſs his own, is as much violated by keep- 
ing what is unlawfully taken, as by firſt 
taking of it ; and the Injury to Man does 
manifeſtly continue, as long as that which 
was injuriouſly taken, is withheld from 
him. The Guilt which the unjuſt Perſon 
contracted in the Day he took it, is con- 
tracted afreſh every Day he keeps it ; be- 
cauſe he every Day poſſeſſes what ſhould be 
fleſs'd by another Perſon ; and ſupports 

is Life and Character by that which ſhould 
ſupport the Life and Character of another 


Man. | 


And there's no other Method of redreſſing 


| this Irregularity, and forcing himſelf from 
the Iniquity of it, but by regen to the 
;uſtly 


oper Owner, what was unjuſtly taken 
3 him; for the Guilt of the Injuſtice, 
whether it was ſecret or open, muſt abide 
whilſt the Fruits of the Injuſtice abide with 


him, 
5 3 
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(21) | 
What has been ſaid of Reſtitution in gene- 
ral, is as applicable to the Injuſtice we have 
been now deſeriing as any other; for if 
Cuſtom is due to Governours, which has 
appear'd both from Reaſon and Revelation, 
the divine Appointment that they ſhould 
receive it, and their Subjects pay it, is as 
much violated by detaining, as by the 
firft fraudulent ſeizing of it. And the In- 


jury evidently continues, as long as the 


Subjects poſſeſs what belongs to the Prince, 
and was given him by God for the Admi- 
niſtration of his Government, and the Sup- 
port of his Authority. And there's no 0- 
ther Way of repairing the Imury, and re- 
moving the Guilt of it, but by reſtoring. 
to the Prince what is unjuſtly withheld, 
and fulfilling by this the divine Appointment, 
that Princes ſhould receive, and Subjects 
pay the Cuſtom, which God has given 
them. 


It is a plain Conſequence from theſe Ob- 


ſervations, that the Buyers of Goods frau- 


dulently imported, as they are acceſſory to 
the Fraud, and ſhare the Gain of it, muſt 
give back the unjuſt Gain, and repair the 
Loſs the Prince ſuſtain'd by it; and that 
till this is done, they are eating the Bread 
of Deceit, or providing for their Families 
by the Fruits of Injuſtice laid up for em. 

It the fraudulent Importer and Buyer 
of the Gaods would remember, that all 


the 


1 ( 22 | 
the Gain that's got by this Practice, muſt 
be reſtored, and own'd to be the Gain of 
unjuſt Dealing ; and till this Reſtitution is 
made, the Injuſtice continues upon them, 
and their Salvation endanger'd by it; the 
Regard to their Souls (if they bear Re- 
gard to them) will ' not ſuffer them to de- 
tain the Fruits of the Injuſtice ; and the 
Regard to their Reputation will not ſuffer 
them to take the unjuſt Gain any longer, 
when they know they muſt reſtore it, and 
take Shame from it. 

As I believe it has been a prevailing Opi- 
nion, that there is not much Evil in this 
Practice, and the Sin from this has been 
indulg'd with Freedom, and liv'd in with- 
out Remorſe, I hope this Sight of its ag- 
gravated Sinfulneſs, its Injury to Society, 
and Danger to the Soul, will remove the 
falſe Opinion, and make the Reader as 
Cautious of offending in this, as in any o- 
ther Inſtance of human Juſtice. 

To free the Nation from the miſchie- 
vous Effects of this reigning Sin, and his 
Fellow- Subjects from the Guilt and Puniſh- 
ment of it, was the ſole Intention of the 
Author in this Diſcourſe: And may the- 
good God make it effectual for that Pur- 
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